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Dear Mary, 

Many thanks f o r  your le t ter  of September 14 
from Paris. I assme by now you have r e tu rned  t o  New 
York and I hope you feel w e l l .  

I have f i n i s h e d  reading  Clara Malraux' d i a r y  
w i t h  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t .  O f  course  one ' s  i n t e r e s t  is  d iv ided  
between him and h e r .  From t h e  book he appears as  an 
extremely n a r c i s s i s t i c ,  cold and s e l f i s h  person,  
ambit ious and, indeed,  very  t a l e n t e d .  I remember t h e  
time when I r ead  h i s  Human Condi t ion ,  and how moved I 
w a s  by it. It is an  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  t h a t  a person,  
i f  he is  g i f t e d  and imagina t ive ,  can write movingly and 
even profoundly about  t h e  l i f e  of people, and y e t  remain 
t h e  o u t s i d e r  who has no f e e l i n g  or c o n t a c t  wi th  them. 
Maybe a l l t h e  f e e l i n g  he has l e f t  has  been t ransformed 
i n t o  w r i t i n g  about  them, provided such a man has  a g i f t  
of observa t ion  and f o r  t r a n s l a t i n g  h i s  observa t ion  i n t o  4~ 

t e x t .  She is i n t e r e s t i n g  too, i n t e l l i g e n t  and courageous. 
She made one mis take  - t o  h i t c h  he r  l i f e  t o  a man who by 

h i s  very n a t u r e  had t o  remain a loof  and who b a s i c a l l y  
used he r  as  a mother,  admirer, and what n o t ,  b u t  always 
"using".  She is  b i t te r ,  which is unders tandable ,  and 
y e t  one can see, as  i n  so many l i v e s ,  how h e + { a i l u r e  
is due t o  he r  mistakes.  And she  seems t o  knew t h a t  t h e  
a l t e r n a t i v e  w a s  only t o  remain a bourgoise ,  or t o  
become Malraux 's  w i f e .  She forgets t h a t  her real  chance 
would have been t o  be h e r s e l f ,  t o  do something wi th  her  
l i f e  and her g i f t s ,  t o  s t a n d  on her  own f e e t ,  and n o t  t o  
w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  ax  f e l l  and t h e  admired man had no more 
use  f o r  h e r .  

O f  course  one might suspec t  t h a t  her  p i c t u r e  of 
Malraux i s  colored by he r  b i t t e r n e s s ,  a l though I would 
t h i n k  it is b a s i c a l l y  hones t ,  b u t  when h i s  own auto-  
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biography is publ ished one w i l l  be able t o  judge t h a t  
better. Have you eve r  m e t  h e r  or h i m ?  

Thanks f o r  your sugges t ion  t h a t  my f r i e n d ,  
D r .  Mil ldn,  should go and see D r .  Rosenfeld. H e  did so 
when he  w a s  i n  Hew York, and Rosenfeld,  who w a s  s u f f e r -  
ing  from a ' f l u  t a l k e d  t o  h i m  over  t h e  phone, about  t h e  
matter of t h e  A t r o m i d .  As I understand D r .  Mil ldn,  he 
s a id  t h a t  un le s s  h i s  cbblesterol l e v e l  w a s  above normal 
t h e r e  w a s  no reason t o  take A t r o m i d ,  and it j u s t  
happened t h a t  a t  t h e  check-up i n  New York t h e  l e v e l  had 
come down more or less t o  normal. I w a s  of c o u r s e n L  
i n t e r e s t e d  for  myself i n  t h i s ,  and I would assume t h a t  
Rosenfeld would say t h e  same about me, s i n c e  my 
cbblesterol l e v e l  is normal. I n  f ac t ,  I understand he 
s a id  more or less t h i s  t o  D r .  Mil ldn and suggested I 
come t o  see h i m  when I a m  i n  New York. 

I n  t h e  meantime I read i n  t h e  New York Times 
about a new discovery  i n  which some medicine has  been 
used which brought the cbilesterol l e v e l  down t o  t h a t  
found i n  a new-born baby, I t h i n k  something l i k e  4%. 
The report sais t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from 
a l l  prev ious ly  used medicines. I c u t  t h e  a r t i c l e  o u t  
because I wanted t o  send it t o  you, b u t  r i g h t  now I cannot  
f i n d  it. I w i l l  look fo r  it and i f  1 f i n d  it I s h a l l  
enc lose  it, b u t  most probably you have seen it anyway. 

I a m  working on my book w i t h  great p l easu re  and 
feel  very w e l l .  Wbaa-i you have t i m e ,  drop m e  a l i n e ;  I 
a m  always i n t e r e s t e d  to know how you are and what you are 
doing. 

W a r m e s t  w i s h e s  t o  you 

Er i ch  Fromm 


